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Amendment dated February 16, 2006 

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION dated October 19, 2005 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 



1. 


(canceled) 


2. 


(canceled) 


3. 


(canceled) 


4. 


(canceled) 


5. 


(canceled) 


6. 


(canceled) 


7. 


(canceled) 


8. 


(canceled) 


9. 


(canceled) 



10. (new) A buckle comprising a main body portion, a grip portion and a securing 
portion for securing a captive loop of webbing or the like, said buckle having a front and a back 
portion with an opening therebetween, all of which are integrally formed therewith, wherein: 

said main body portion includes a first rectilinear elongate closed-ended 
slot and a second elongate closed-ended slot bent at an angle at its center point so as to form a 
substantially flattened V-shape, said first and second elongated slots being defined by two 
transverse bars integrally formed with said main body portion, said slots extending laterally of 
the buckle and being disposed in spaced, substantially parallel, relative to each other, wherein the 
respective ends of said slots are equidistant, said slots adapted to ensure the connection of the 
buckle to a free-ended length of webbing when this free length is threaded in succession through 
the first and the second slot; 
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the grip portion is integrally formed with said main body portion and 
opposite to said securing portion; 

the securing portion includes a first arm having the proximal end attached 
to and extending from the main body in a first direction perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of 
the buckle so as to define a first aperture therewith, the said first aperture having a first and 
narrower opening facing in said first direction at the distal end of said first arm, said first 
opening being a passageway inclined at an angle to the longitudinal axis of the buckle which is 
adapted to guide a captive loop of webbing into said first aperture which has an enlarging width 
starting from said first opening; and 

a second arm which extends from said first arm in a second direction, 
substantially opposite to said first direction, so as to define a second aperture therewith, the said 
second aperture having a second opening facing in said second direction and adapted to lock said 
loop after the buckle has been twisted in order to bring said second arm in front of both the front 
and back portions of the captive loop, with said first arm remaining within the loop. 

11. (new) The buckle of Claim 10, wherein the buckle is bent along a transverse bend 
line substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the buckle at an acute angle. 

12. (new) The buckle of Claim 10, wherein the grip portion comprises a substantially 
planar extension which is trapezium-shaped and defines a plurality of perforations. 
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